COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY DECEMBER 8th 2015 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

 G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




W Bellin

                                    Mrs C Roach 

 Mrs H Maclehose
 T Cook




Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) and County Cllr R Thomas 
Apologies:       
Cllr B Kennard 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. DISCUSSION OF PLANS OF PUMPING STATION BY REPRESENTATIVES OF WELSH WATER

The Chair welcomed the representatives from Welsh Water to the meeting and confirmed that a planning application had been submitted for the erection of a motor control centre cabinet for the otherwise underground new pumping station.  He went on to explain that this Council had submitted comments asking for Welsh Water to consider moving the tank that would remain towards the hedge or replacing it with a smaller one.

The representatives stated that they were aware of all the historical issues with sewage in the village and with this new pumping station they would be able to resolve these and reduce the risk of future spillage.  They noted the comments on the planning application but due to technical reasons did not think it would be possible to reduce the size of the tank and did not plan to move it.  Obviously if this planning condition was imposed then they would abide by this. 

They then explained that there would be a new sewage pipe being laid firstly to Llysworney and subsequently to Llanblethian and then to the Cowbridge Treatment Works.  There was a discussion regarding the possible  detrimental effect at Llysworney station that this would bring , in terms of additional overspill, however Welsh Water do not believe that this would occur. 
There was also a short discussion on how the pipes would be laid.  The representatives wanted to apologise in advance for any disruption that would occur when the work takes place from Jan –April 2016.  They are trying to work with the local land owner to ensure there is as little disruption as possible. 

There were a number of questions regarding the impact of the Redrow development on water pressure etc.  It was confirmed that Welsh Water had a developer services department who would be able to answer these questions. 

ACTION Clerk to arrange meeting with Developer Services
The Chair thanked the representatives for their time. 

4. DISCUSSION OF WORKING WITH REDROW – REDROW REPRESENTATIVE ATTENDING

The Chair explained that Redrow had cancelled attending this meeting but had confirmed they would attend the January meeting.  The Clerk stated that she had been assured that Redrow would send a formal response to the issues raised by this Council within a week. 

ACTION Clerk to update the Council and public who have raised issues once the responses have been received. 
5. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING

There were a number of members of the public present who wished to raise points.

The first matter was around issues to be raised with Redrow, these were briefly listed but the member of the public was happy to email them to the Clerk. These included :- state of the road, road safety, damage to the verges, noise pollution to the school, lack of proper fencing at the school. 

A member of St David’s C/W Primary School’s Governing Body wished to raise a number of points around the effect on the school by the Redrow development including the safeguarding of the children whilst the development occurred especially without the fence, the noise and dust levels and the disruption they were causing and the complete lack of compensation to the school in terms of s106 monies. 
Both the Community Council and CC Ray Thomas were extremely concerned about the effect on the school pupils and the lack of s106 allocation to the school. 

ACTION Clerk to write to the Education Department at the VoG Council with these issues, copying in Jane Hutt AM, Andrew Davies AM & Alun Cairns MP. 

It was felt by all that it was time that these elected representatives should be getting involved in the problems that Colwinston was facing. 

Finally it was raised by a member of the public that they were disappointed that there was nothing from the Community Council in the latest newsletter.  

It was also confirmed that he had contacted BT regarding the telephone and broadband facilities in the village and how these would be affected by the development. 

The Chair thanked all those present for their input. 

6. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
There had been no crimes reported in the area since the last meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that a complaint had been sent to Chief Insp Mark Hobrough regarding the obstruction being caused by the Speeding Camera Van on the A48.  Cllr Lewis confirmed it was still being parked at this spot.

ACTION – Clerk to chase response from Police.

7. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Cllr Thomas reported that it had been brought to his attention that the adjacent field to the Redrow development was being used as a soil dump/store without the required planning permission.  He was going to report this to Morgan Williams the enforcement officer.  

ACTION – Clerk to report issue also. 

CC Thomas confirmed that there had also been reports of lamping in the fields at night.  

ACTION –Clerk to report to PCSO McKay

CC Thomas then provided the Council with details from the VoG Council for how they planned to spend the £128k allocated from the Redrow development in s106 sustainable transport monies.  He also confirmed that rather than providing this sum of money the VoG Council proposed that Redrow completed the agreed work.
The plan for the monies was discussed and it was agreed that not only was some of it illogical in some cases it was not physically possible.  The Council agreed that they write to the VoG Council and demand that there be a consultation period with both the Community Council and the School about the use of these monies, in order to ensure they were used in the most beneficial way.  CC Ray Thomas also agreed with this and would respond to the Council in such a way also.

ACTION – Clerk to write to VoG Council.

The Chair thanked CC Ray Thomas for his updated. 
8. PLANNING – 
Ridgebrook, Colwinston- Removal of Condition 2 of Planning Permission 1983/00837/FUL for the erection of one dwelling - APPROVED
The Council expressed their surprise of the approval of this application with the removal of the agricultural tithe. 
There were no other planning matters to discuss. 

9. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 10th November 2015, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Maclehose and seconded by Councillor Cook that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
Communication with Llandow Community Council (6.3)

· The Chair confirmed he had spoken to the Chair of Llandow Community Council who had passed on the concerns regarding the pumping station to the Llysworney representatives.  CC Ray Thomas indicated that they had raised this at the Llandow Community Council meeting and he would keep both Councils updated. 
Defibrillator Training (9.2)

· Cllr Roach reported that she was still waiting to have confirmed dates. 
ACTION – Cllr Roach to confirm dates
Framing of work completed by Cllr Bellin (9.3)
· ACTION – Chair to complete hanging of the work.
Village Commemorative Book (9.4)
· Cllr Maclehose confirmed she was in the process of getting quotes for the printing and once she had these she would put in the Heritage Lottery grant application. 
Clearance of Footpath (9.6)
ACTION – Clerk to ask for an update
Response from letter re Sewage Works Development (10.2)
· The Chair confirmed that a response had been received from both the VoG Council and Jane Hutt AM on this matter.  With the information that Redrow were funding the necessary improvements locally at Colwinston directly.
Western Power Green Box (11.3)
· Cllr Cook confirmed he had arranged a meeting with Mr Nigel Jones from Western Power and the school headmistress on this matter on Friday 18th December, in order that Mr Jones could see the effect the obstruction had at school pick up time.  It was suggested that Cllr Cook invite a member of the school governing body and the school road safety officer to this meeting. 

Christmas CASH Grant (11.6)
· The Clerk confirmed that the Christmas CASH grant was available but had not been advertised by the VoG Council.  She had applied for the maximum amount in order to fund the purchase of the two village Christmas trees. 

· Cllr Bates advised that he had purchased the trees and a letter of thanks had been received from the PCC for the tree at the Church. 

· It was proposed by Cllr Cook and seconded by Cllr Roach that Cllr Bates is refunded in full for the tree purchase.  This was agreed by all and Cllr Bates supplied an invoice for £140.  A cheque was drawn up and signed by two signatories. 
11. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk ran through the contents of her report which was for information only.

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence -
03/12/15
Email Conversation from Cllr Cook re meeting with Western Power re green box

02/12/15
Electronic Copy of Electoral role from VoG

01/12/15
Response from NRW re Llysworney Power station 

01/12/15
Email from Alan Horton re parking of Redrow vehicles at the hall

27/11/15
Report From Cllr Lewis re Community Council Expense Payments

25/11/15
Email from OVW re Consultation on Local Government Act

24/11/15
Email with Christmas and New Year (2015/16) - Public Transport Arrangements for the Vale of Glamorgan

24/11/15
Email confirmation reporting of Speed Vehicle to CI Hobrough

23/11/15
Letter from Alun Cairns MP confirming that he had written to VoG Council re Sewage and drainage issues

23/11/15
Email from OVW re Green Growth Wales – Options for Investment Support

20/11/15
Email from VoG re work needed on rear of Twyn yr Eglwys

20/11/15
Email from VoG Dog Fouling officer 

19/11/15
Email from Jane Hutt’s officer re communication with Dwr Cymru regarding Redrow development

18/11/15
Acknowledgment from Highways re complaint about dangerous road junction at new Redrow site

18/11/15
Email from Cllr Bates re planned agenda for meeting

16/11/15
Wales Audit Office Newsletter

14/11/15
Email with mins from Community Liaison Meeting 20th Oct

14/11/15
Email from OVW re Consultation on policing priorities‏

14/11/15
Email from OVW re Public Appointments Opportunity – Chair to the Arts Council of Wales

14/11/15
Email from OVW re contribute to Welsh Government guidance on allotments and community led growing projects‏

14/11/15
Email from Rural Development Fund officer

13/11/15
Email from VoG re LDP Examination
Finance Report-
Funds as of 03/12/15 £3,893 (cashbook)

Recent Receipts and Payments 

Payments

16/11/2015
Refund to G Bates - memorial service cornet player 

£20

Receipts 

None
All payments were approved and cheques signed by two signatories.  
The Council wished to discuss the letter from NRW re the pumping station at Llysworney.  The Council were concerned that the licence received was out of date and there did not appear to be a licence for storm conditions just for mechanical failure.  They were also not happy that the NRW did not seem to have checked on any monitoring by Welsh Water
ACTION Clerk to write to NRW asking if there was an in date licence and also one for storm conditions.   Also to question NRW on whether in the last 13 years since the licence was issued had they made a check on whether there was any monitoring equipment at the site, and provide details of any overflow. 

12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Report by Cllr Lewis re Councillors expenses – previously circulated.  After a short discussion it was agreed that at each AGM the Council would make a resolution regarding Councillors expenses. 
Cllr Maclehose wished to raise the matter of whether the village commemorative book should be published electronically in some form, as this information was needed for the grant application.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the information should be displayed electronically in an appropriate format, and that this could be decided upon depending on what way the data was available.

ACTION Clerk to email Cllr Maclehose with some information on the possible cost/format
The Chair informed the Council that he received an anonymous complaint on a planning enforcement matter.  CC Ray Thomas advised the Council that the VoG Council were not able to act on any information they received anonymously.  It was proposed by Cllr Cook that in line with the VoG Council policy this Council would not act on any information received anonymously.  This was seconded by Cllr Lewis and agreed by all.
It was RESOLVED that this Council would not act on any information received anonymously. 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday January 12th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  The Chair wished all attending a very Merry Christmas and the meeting was closed at 9.40pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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